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Life can change in an instance and there is nothing you or anyone else can do to 

ourselves upon a journey but even then that road may have twists, turns and maybe 
even u-turns, we are just along for the ride. But during that ride you can endeavour 
to use the precious time you have to make sure life is filled with love, laughter and 
making memories that will last forever.  

Phillippa Peters for the Moa Mail

Editors Comments

The past two weeks have once again been filled with fun things. In the 
last newsletter, we touched on the Treaty of Waitangi. Having 
Toumarangi here was a great thing. It gave us a good insight on the 

Treaty itself and was a good lead up to Te Matatini. Toby our dog is becoming a 
monthly visitor on weekends. His next visit is on Monday 10 March. 
On Thursday 20 February we had three Americarna vehicles here and residents and 
some staff got the opportunity to go for a ride. A big thank to Shayne Bunn for 
helping me organise this. The residents really appreciated it. On Friday 21 about 12 
residents had the opportunity to sit outside the gate and watch and wave to the cars 
as they went through Inglewood on their way to Stratford. The toots and waves 
made their day. We still have the Church singers come in fortnightly which the 
residents enjoy as well as our usual Friday 
entertainment. Some residents went for a 
drive on Thursday 27 February through 
the countryside. This was enjoyed 
especially as some of them were farmers. 
On Friday 7 March, we are doing our 
walk-a-thon Marinoto way to raise funds 
for Taranaki Cancer Society. All welcome 
to come and join in. Donations can be left 
in the container at the desk. 
There will be walks Monday, Wednesday 
and Fridays at 11.00am if anyone is willing 
to come and be a volunteer, feel free to 
ring the office 7567170. The more the 
merrier. 
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We really do thank our community for 
all the help we get with food and money 
donations. In the last few months we 
have had big donations from Inglewood 
Red Cross, Lions and Rotary. These 
three groups have supported us over 

many years. Peter and Sandra Jones from Inglewood New 
World have been very generous with continuing donations 
which we appreciate.
Every Friday we collect food donations from the Catholic 
Church and of course we are lucky to use our premises 
where we are. The community garden is working so well with volunteers (some of our Food Bank volunteers are 
also working there). All the workers out there are doing a fantastic job. Every Friday if there are surplus vegetables 
they are taken up to the Hub or to pensioner flats. Nothing is wasted.
Things are really tough for many people and they are very grateful with the donations and help they get from our 
very generous community. Many individuals regularly donate to us and many wish to remain anonymous. It's a big 
thank you to all those who help.

You may not think predator trapping and weeding are interrelated but they are. For traps to function effectively 
both ends of the trap box or tunnel should be clear of grass, vegetation and leaf litter for up to 300mm. This 
creates a clear run into the trap for predators. During spring and summer there is significant weed growth in the 
reserve which means the forest floor is dense. As we remove the weeds we clear around the traps so they are 
easier to access for our target predators. Weeding at this time of year requires significant manual labour because of 
spring and summer growth. At the February working bee our seven trusty volunteers (Neil, Tony, Bob, Colt, 
Arana, Sean and Leigh) spent 17 hours checking the traps, weeding (serious culprits include convolvulus, 
Tradescantia, wild cherry, deadly nightshade, Montbretia, African clubmoss), and spreading bark over the weeded 
areas to slow regrowth.
The native plants we have planted over the last few winters are thriving because of our on going care. Our next 
working bee is 1.00 - 3.00pm Sunday 30th March. We meet at the Tawa Street entrance. We would love to see 
you there. If you would like to know more about our activities call Neil Chesterton on 027 221 7712 or email 
chesterton@xtra.co.nz

Merv The Handyman
Looks At All Jobs

Fencing and Decking
New Guttering

Guttering Cleaning/Repairs
Small Plumbing Jobs

Pruning of Trees
Concrete Jobs 

Facebook - Merv The Handyman
Also Available Mulcher 

Wood Splitter
Two Ton Tip Truck, which comes with 

Two Awesome Guys 
Landscaping

Merv 027 481 1882 

Inglewood Community Food Bank 
Thank You (Andy Anderson)

Restore PG Nops Reserve News (Leigh Honnor)

Above: Mouse traps to protect lizards
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Inglewood Primary School Parentlink are excited to announce our first Inglewood Outdoor Movie 
night. We see this movie night as a wonderful opportunity to raise funds for our local primary 
school, which aims to use the money to create more sustainable gardens for our students to 

maintain. Additionally, we want to provide a gathering space for the Inglewood Community. We want to say a 
massive thank you to all the local business that have sponsored this event. Tickets will be available to purchase 
from Inglewood Primary School and the Inglewood Book Centre.
This year, Inglewood Primary School is planting the seeds for a healthier future with the introduction of the Garden 
to Table programme. This hands-on, curriculum-
linked initiative will teach our tamariki the entire 
process of growing, harvesting, preparing, and 
sharing nutritious, seasonal produce. Thanks to a 
fantastic student-led project in 2023, we've already 
begun establishing a food forest and one garden. 
To fully realize the potential of Garden to Table, 
we're seeking to expand our growing spaces with 
additional fruit trees and vegetable planter boxes. 
Looking ahead, we aim to create a dedicated 
garden shed for convenient tool storage and a 
shade house to nurture seedlings. We're confident 
that the joy and satisfaction our students will 
experience from growing and eating their own 
fresh produce will cultivate lifelong healthy habits 
and contribute significantly to their overall 
wellbeing.

Inglewood Primary School Parentlink News (Brooke Nielsen)

Above: The area to be hopefully developed with more sustainable 
gardens at Inglewood Primary School

Our Lions Club had a Potato growing 
competition. The seed potatoes were donated 
by Roger Littely, he also loaned us his scales. 
The results were: First Peter Stachurski 
6.435kg, Second Gordon Watson 2.410kg and 

Third Katrina Knowles 2.295kg. The Inglewood Food Bank 
will receive 22 kgs from the competition, and a further 
9.65 kgs that have been grown at the Maize Maze. 
Up at the Maize Maze we hosted The Ride for Talei on 
Sunday 23rd. There were 20 cyclists who left Auckland on 
18th February arriving in Taranaki on 20th February. The
kaupapa began in 2019 as a legacy to the Smear your Mea 
campaign - started by the late Talei Morrison in 2017 to raise 
awareness, promote advocacy, and support through early 
detection, treatment, and prevention of cervical cancer and 
Prostate cancer. Morrison died in 2018 at the age of 48,  after 
a nine-month battle with cervical cancer.
She was a passionate kapa haka performer hence why the cycle 
trip, dedicated to Morrison, always finished at the biennial Te 
Matatini competition. The cyclists would be accompanied by 
Taranaki health and social services organisation Tui Ora's 
mobile health clinic - one of their kaimahi has been involved in 

t h e 
Ride for Talei since the beginning. 
The Inglewood Lions Book Fair will be on 24th and 25th May, 
held at Inglewood Club on Moa Street. You can drop off 
any donations of books and puzzles at 9 Hinau Street, 
Inglewood, preferably in the afternoons please. Leave in the 
back porch as it is under cover. Many thanks.
Our Maize Maze Fright Night will be on 28th March, keep an 
eye on our FB page. If you would like to join Lions or come 
along to take a look at what we do please contact Wendy 
on 0272666307 or Graham on 0211425920.

Lions News (Wendy Otene)

Page 5Issue 384

Above: Ride for Talei riders 

Above: Gordon Watson second prize and Peter 
Stachurski first spud growing competition

Above: Katrina Knowles accepting third prize

Inglewood High School 
Celebrates Exploits in the Pool 
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INVITATION
COMBINED COMMUNITY AND IA5 EVENING
WEDNESDAY 19TH MARCH - 5.15PM
TET STADIUM EVENTS CENTRE - Elliot Street, Inglewood

EVERYONE WELCOME - COST $5.00PP
COME AND ENJOY AN EVENING AT THE TET STADIUM EVENTS CENTRE 

TO VIEW PHOTOS AND VIDEOS OF THE 150TH JUBILEE
THESE WILL BE SHOWN ON THE LARGE SCREEN

FOR EVERYONE TO REMINISCE AND ENJOY
EVERYONE WELCOME. THIS A IS COMMUNITY EVENING AND A THANK YOU

TO EVERYONE FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO THE 150TH JUBILEE

WE HOPE YOU WILL JOIN US

Please RSVP for catering to Vida
inglewoodfirst@gmail.com or phone/txt 021184 0842

Payment to Inglewood First Trust A/C 15-3946-0391253-00
Also Payment at the door

Marie Pearce Inglewood First Trust Jubilee Chairperson 027 309 2221

Done $100 At the 
r e c e n t 
Swimming 
S p o r t s , 
one of 
the  Year 
13
students, 
Anahe ra 

Martin, absolutely outdid herself in the pool setting a whopping six 
new records: 50m Freestyle -New Record 28.22s (Old Record -
30.09s I Wightman 2024). 50m Breaststroke - New Record 37.44s 
(Old Record 37.44s T Spence 2000). 50m Backstroke - New 
Record 31.78s (Old Record - 34.85s I Wightman 2024). 25m 
Butterfly - New Record 13.75s (Old Record - 14.74s J Hitchcock 
2003). 100m Freestyle - New Record 1m 02.87s (Old Record - 1m 
07.49s I Wightman 2023) 100m Medley - New Record 1m 11.63s 
(Old Record -
Apart from the 50m Breaststroke in the Junior Girls and 
Intermediate Girls grade, Anahera holds the records for every other Swimming Championship event in the Junior/
Intermediate/Senior Girls Swimming Championship events. To cut to the chase: she holds 16 out of 18 event 
records. This is an exceptional achievement. She has done herself and the school proud. Congratulations Anahera!

Inglewood Football Club is gearing up for an exciting season! The season is fast approaching, and the 
club is getting ready to hit the ground running! With pre-
plenty of action ahead for players of all ages.
Our Junior muster dates will be announced soon, providing an opportunity for our youngest players 

(ages 4-8) to collect their uniforms and get ready for the season. This year we are introducing a six week pre-
season program starting on Sunday 9 March. Sessions will run at 4.30pm at the High School back fields for both 
youth players (9th 15th Grades) and our juniors (ages 4-8). This is the perfect time for new players to give football 
a go and for returning players to shake off the off-season rust.
The seniors are back in action, our senior muster day took place earlier in February, and we are now welcoming all 
senior men and women to pre-season kick arounds. Sessions are open to all skill levels come along, meet the 

- -season: Tuesdays at 6.30pm. 

Central Football League.
Come join our growing 
club. Inglewood AFC has 
seen fantastic growth over 
recent years, with strong 
community support and 
exciting new initiatives. To 
keep this momentum going, 

roles to be filled on our 
committee, including Club 
S e c r e t a r y ,  J u n i o r 
C o o r d i n a t o r ,  a n d 

success, we would love to 
have you on board!
With a big season ahead, we 
encourage all players to 
come along, get involved 
and be part of the 
Inglewood Football family. 
We look forward to seeing 
you on the field!
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Inglewood Football Club News  (Katie Bishop)
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Vintage Hay Day 2025 (Brenda Honnor)

The Taranaki Machinery Club is 
holding their normally Biennial 
Vintage Hay Day on Saturday 8th

and Sunday 9th March 2025 on the farm at 331 
Waitara Road, Brixton from 10.00am - 4.00pm daily.

of Covid etc so this weekend is long overdue. This is 

The Vintage Hay Day supports several charities 
throughout the Taranaki region but the main charity 
this year is the Taranaki Cancer Society especially 
after all the help and support they have shown to 

away doing different jobs, so come and meet Royal, Olivia, Mitchell and Mally. 
There will be Traction Engine and Trailer rides, Market and Food Stalls, Morris Dancers and music supplied by John 

Boy Entertainment. A Kids Corner and Petting Zoo 
proudly sponsored by Brenda and Pete, Huirangi Valley 
Farms and the Honnor family, heaps of animals including 
Clover the Speckle Park, pony, calves, lambs, goat, 
alpacas, pigs, rabbits, chickens, ducklings, plus so much 
more lots of cuteness and cuddles to be had.
Bring a picnic, plenty of tables, blankets and umbrellas 
available. There will be eftpos available at the gate - $10 



Inglewood volunteer fire brigade had three contestants enter Mike Wilson, Erin 
Wilson and Jarard Peters. 
The toughest firefighter is a 

unique challenge consisting of five obstacles that 
firefighters complete wearing all their firefighting 
PPE. The first obstacle sees the firefighter scaling 
two levels of scaffolding with a 45mm hose draped 
across their shoulders. When at the top, they hoist 

a coiled hose from the 
ground to the top before 
scaling back down the 
scaffolding making sure to 
use each step. Obstacle two 
sees the firefighter hit the 

sledgehammer until the 
block passes the goal, before 
the firefighter sets off for a 
quick jog through a zig-zag course. The firefighter must then pick 
up a charged length of hose, advancing through saloon doors and 
firing water from a set distance to hit a target. They then head 

to the final obstacle, the dummy drag 
which involves dragging a life like 
dummy 30.5 metres weighing 85kg! 
Competitors compete in categories 
There are categories for Natural 
(rural) and Built (urban) firefighters as 
well as age-groups.
Inglewoods results were Mike Wilson 
- Under 40 Male - Time 2.09.87. Erin 
Wilson - Under 40 Female - Time 
3.12.90. Jarard Peters - 40-49 Male -
2.47.14. 
The Inglewood brigade also have 
volunteers, Janis Baker, Andrew 
Cotter and Helen Rose who are very 
much involved with the competition 
being on the committee of the 
Taranaki Provincial Fire Brigades 
Association Inc which run the 
competion. They give their time freely 
to help run and organise the event, 
thank you.

Page 9Issue 384

Above: Jarard Peters doing the hose pull and firing
(above photos by Rachel Anna Photography)

Above: Mike Wilson doing the 
dummy drag with Janis Baker directing 

Above and Below: Erin 
Wilson doing the dummy 
drag and keiser machine

Inglewood Bowling Club News  (Peter Van Dyk)
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held on Sunday 16 February. It turned out to be 
a family affair, with Kevin Gyde playing against 

his brother Chris. It was a very tight game, but Chris came away 
with a 21-
Champion. Chris will represent Inglewood Bowling Club in the 
Champ of Champs competition later in the year. Good luck.
Inglewood held the annual Spurdle Memorial tournament on 
Saturday and Sunday, 21st and 22nd February. It was a fantastic 
turnout, with beautiful weather and some high quality bowls. 

winners of the tournament. Okato and Manaia came second and 
third respectively.  Congratulations, Gents and a huge thank you 
to all sponsors, competitors and volunteers who made it such a 
great event
We have completed the first three rounds of the new Friday night social corner-to-corner competition. The fourth 
will have been completed by the time you get this edition of the Moa Mail. The tournament is open to all full and 
social members and guests who are present at our Friday Club social evenings. The six people who have qualified 
to date are Janette Brocklehurst, Barry Gyde, Jill Forbes, Kevin Gyde, Neil Earley and Mort Jones, a guest from 
Frankton Junction Bowling Club in Hamilton, who was here for the Spurdle Memorial Tournament.
Remember that you are always welcome to come and watch any bowling events at the Club. Let us know if you are 

interested in giving bowls a go or would like to 
organise a work or social event at the Club. We have 
a social evening every Friday night from about 
4:30pm. These evenings are open to members, social 
members, sponsors and guests of Club members. 
Please see a Club member or contact the Club if you 
are interested in coming along.

Above: Kevin and Chris Gyde

Above: 

Above: Friday night social competition
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Inglewood hosted The Greatest Show On Earth between the years of 1952-1972, drawing in people 
from all over the motu who enjoyed the diverse entertainment and participating in exciting activities. To honour 
the winner of the Steeplechase, The Greatest Show On Earth Shield was brought in on a horse-drawn chariot to 
the TET stadium. When the show ceased to be held, the shield was lost. Thankfully it was rediscovered this year, 
fifty years after its disappearance. Jimmy Okeroa, the man who carved the Greatest Show on Earth shield, also 

atmosphere throughout the school year, as our three whanau groups (Kikorangi, Kokowai and Ma) compete 
annually to gain the most points through physical, cultural and academic endeavours. Inglewood High School has 
been entrusted with the safekeeping of this sacred shield due to our connection with it. A chance conversation 

discovery that John had a Rimu bench top, much like the wood The Greatest Show On Earth Shield is made out of, 
which he has kindly donated to our school. Along 

Lawrence, will craft the bench top into a beautiful 
display stand for both shields. These will be housed in 
the library and embedded in Inglewood High School's 
culture. A special unveiling of the new display stand 
will be held in a few months' time. To commemorate 
The Greatest Show On Earth, Inglewood High 
School has started a new tradition whereby our 
student leaders will form a chain and run down the 
hundred-metre stretch together with the The 
Greastest Show on Earth Shield in hand on our 
annual Athletics day. We look forward to seeing our 
shields proudly displayed! Stay tuned for part two.

Greatest Show on Earth Shield Rediscovered
and Honoured by Inglewood High School (Maddison Dagger)
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Our evening February 
meeting saw a good 

turnout of members. Outgoing 
President, Diane Lithgow, 
presented her comprehensive 
annual report which detailed 
the many varied activities that 
members engaged in and the 
donations made to a range of 
local community and national 
organisations.
Election of Officers resulted in 
Val Young being elected as our 
new president, Valma Hirst as 
our Vice-Pres ident and 
Christine Fitz Patrick and Claire Desmond serving their second terms as Secretary and Treasurer respectfully. Mirk 
Smith, Janice Woodhead and Diane Lithgow comprise the remainder of our committee. Annual Prizegiving saw the 
awarding of prizes, certificates and trophies for the most points accumulated over the past year in the monthly 
Durham competitions. Classes were closely contested with prizes given out to competitors right down to sixth 
place. The next event on the calendar is a nation-wide initiative to fundraise by holding High-Teas around the 
country to celebrate Founders Day. North Taranaki held their event in Inglewood at Rotary House on Sunday 23 
February.  Following this was the creative arts day on February 28. Next month we are looking forward to our visit 
to Eltham Honey.

Father Brian Carmine Celebrates
25 Year Anniversary in Priesthood (Nicky Kuklinski)

Durham WI News (Christine Fitz Patrick)

Above: Gay Cadman, Janice Woodhead, Claire Desmond, Christine Fitz Patrick,
Diane Lithgow, Valma Hirst, Jean Dobbs and Mirk Smith

On Wednesday 26th

25 Year Anniversary in Priesthood. The celebration started with Mass and then everyone joined together for a 
shared pot-luck dinner. The church was almost full with people coming from the Waitara, Inglewood, Stratford, 

Eltham and New Plymouth Churches, as well as St 

Inglewood. We were also joined by his mum 
Margaret, sister Helen, Bishop John Adams, Father 
Nathaniel, Father Simon and Father Sebastian.
Congratulations Father Brian for your dedicated 25 
years of service to our churches and communities.

Three bedroom bungalow with separate lounge 
and dining room. Originally a weatherboard 
house it was retrospectively clad in a brick 

veneer many years ago. The weatherboards are 
still intact underneath. Expected to be available 

form the end of March.

Interested parties please contact Bryan Hocken 
(Chairman of the Inglewood Vet Group inc) 

027 2331 1749 to discuss.

Page 13Issue 384

-

memories and experiences we can retrieve at our leisure. Reliving those moments can be pleasing, sad, or life-
affirming; it provides us with a whole menu of emotions. The point is that the older we become, the more 
experiences we can draw from. At age 15, we have a fast-food meal; at age 60, we enjoy a banquet. 

not our futures that concern us
children, grandchildren, and their descendants. The question is, what kind of world will that be? And the question I 
ask myself, as a member of the government, is what do I need to do to help steer us toward a bright, prosperous, 
and sustainable future?  
The answer lies in being part of a government that has a viable plan to move this country forward. The economy is 

The future of this remarkable nation is unequivocally linked to the health of its economy; reliable, sustained 
economic growth is essential for enhancing living standards, developing infrastructure, and strengthening social 
welfare systems. While growth is underway (green shoots are appearing, 
as the Prime Minister so colourfully puts it), achieving a truly sustainable 

imperative. Economic growth is non-negotiable for New Zealand for 
several compelling reasons. First and foremost, it creates jobs. A vibrant 
economy typically results in lower unemployment rates, granting Kiwis 
financial security and opportunities for career advancement. 
As the skilled workforce grows, New Zealand must maintain its 
competitive edge globally by attracting foreign investment and talent. 
Initiatives that promote innovation in emerging sectors, such as 
technology and agtech, are essential to solidifying this position. Moreover, 
economic growth is vital for enhancing public services. Increased tax 
revenues can and should be reinvested into healthcare, education, and 
infrastructure critical components for improving overall quality of life. 
A strong economy allows for better funding of schools, 
hospitals, and transportation systems, fostering a healthier, 

crucial to look beyond surface-level indicators. Despite 
growth figures, many Kiwis continue to face the harsh 
realities of rising living costs, particularly in housing and 
essential services. This stark reality underscores that 

New Zealanders benefit from this economic resurgence. In 

presents a promising yet challenging path ahead.

sustainable, inclusive, and resilient economic practices. This 
strategy requires a multifaceted commitment to innovation, 
sustainability, social equity, and adaptive responses to a 
fluctuating global environment.  
New Zealand must embrace a holistic vision that 
transcends mere economic metrics as it charts its course. 
The objective should be to cultivate a thriving economy 
that elevates the well-being of all people, preserves the 
stunning natural environment, and firmly establishes New 
Zealand as a leader in responsible and sustainable growth 
on the global stage. While challenges exist, the potential 
rewards for a prosperous future are there, provided New 
Zealand navigates the path ahead with resolve and unity.  
We owe that to our future generations it is the privilege 
and responsibility of Age.
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Builder Available
Decks, Fences etc

Design and Build Services
Experienced

027 248 9193 or txt Calvin

Coming Events
Please advise of your event
7567030 moamail@funho.com

Inglewood Heritage Exhibition
Displays for Old Inglewood 
Post Office and Telephone Ex
Mon - Fri 10.00am - 4.00pm
Sat/Sun and Public Holidays 
10.00am - 2.00pm

Every Wednesday Free Meals 
St Andrews Nearly New Shop 
5.00pm 6.00pm

Ing Family History Group
Meetings - Inglewood Library
Mon & Thur 10.00am-12.00pm

Lions Maize Maze
Windsor Road
Weekends, public holidays and 
by arrangement
11.00am - 5.00pm
$10 15yrs & over, $5 5 yrs to 

World Day of Prayer
St Andrew Hall
Fri 7 March - 10.00am

Marinoto walk a thon
Fri 7 March - 7567170

Hay Day - 331 Waitara Road
Sat 8 & Sun 9 March 
10.00am - 4.00pm

Age Concern Social Afternoon
Thurs 13 & 27 March
6 Mamaku Street
Pauline 06 7599196

WOMAD
14 to 16 March 2025

Inglewood First Trust
Combined Community & IA5
Evening - TET Stadium
Wed 19 March 5.15pm $5
All Welcome

Craft Group
St Andrews Hall
Fri 28 March 1.30pm

Maize Maze Fright Night
Friday 28 March

Restore PG Nops 
Working Bee
Sun 30 March 1.00-3.00pm
Neil 027 221 7712

Ing Primary Movie Night
Sat 5 April 4.00pm/7.00pm

ANZAC Day 25 April

Sewing, 
Dressmaking
& Mending

Ring for 
Appointment

on
021 027 22476

www.gabriele.co.nz

Carpet 
& 

Upholstery 
Cleaning

$35.00 per room
$25.00 per seat

Ring for free 
quote on

021 222 3348

House Wanted To Buy
In or around Inglewood 
Reasonable sized section
Contact  021 0839 9804

SACRED HEART
PARISH  

INGLEWOOD
MASS TIMES

Tuesday 9.00am
Thursday 10.00am
Saturday 9.00am

(Every 1st, 3rd & 5th

Saturday)
Sunday 10.30am

Everyone 
welcome

Experienced English Teacher 
Ex Head of Department

17 years teaching experience Year 9-13
Available and willing to tutor 

high school students in my home 
All enquiries may be directed to

027 423 0445

Inglewood 
High School 

PTA
Annual General 

Meeting
Wednesday 12th 

March 2025
7.30pm

School Library
All Welcome

MOBILITY SCOOTER
FOR SALE

Only used four times

Contact Robyn 929 3536
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From Tradgedy to Triumph 
Bruce Jordan is a Taranaki para-athlete, 
competing in triathlon and duathlon in New 
Zealand and on the world stage. 

Bruce grew up on a dairy farm and spent a lot of his 
youth playing rugby, volleyball and surfing. But Bruce had 
a massive life change at 21 when he was involved in a hit-
and-run accident ending up upside down in a vehicle with 
open fractures on both sides of his right elbow. All 
fingers were smashed, and he lost the main median nerve 
in that arm. It meant that contact sports days were over. 

But through his 
work, he ended up in France on a road bike for the first time in his life, 

enjoyed the cycling in France and decided that triathlons looked 
challenging, although that meant learning how to swim all over again. 

Being completely self-funded, and the costs of competing for your 
country overseas with all equipment, is a huge challenge. Toi Foundation 
funding helped Bruce with his travel costs, allowing him to concentrate 
on training and competing at the Oceania Championships in Stockton and 
at the World Championships in Townsville last year. Normally, you 
compete in either short distance or long-distance races, but Bruce 
competed in both under PTS5 category in both duathlon and triathlon. It 
takes a lot of dedication to train for both short and long-distance races. 
Bruce came home with two gold medals and world titles, so it was a 
fantastic month.
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